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1 Several of the items enumerated in 
§ 310.1(a)(7) do not self-evidently lie outside 
of the definition of ‘‘letter’’. To the extent, 
however, that there is any question whether 
these items may properly be excluded by def-
inition, the Postal Service has determined 
by adoption of these regulations that the re-
strictions of the Private Express Statutes 
are suspended pursuant to 39 U.S.C. 601(b).

§ 310.4 Responsibility of carriers. 
Private carriers are cautioned to 

make sure that their carriage of mat-
ter is lawful within the definition, ex-
ceptions, suspension, and conditions 
contained in this part and in part 320 of 
this chapter. They should take reason-
able measures to inform their cus-
tomers of the contents of these regula-
tions so that only proper matter is ten-
dered to them for carriage. Carriers 
should desist from carrying any matter 
when the form of shipment, identity of 
sender or recipient, or any other infor-
mation reasonably accessible to them 
indicates that matter tendered to them 
for carriage is not proper under these 
regulations.

§ 310.5 Payment of postage on viola-
tion. 

(a) Upon discovery of activity made 
unlawful by the Private Express Stat-
utes, the Postal Service may require 
any person or persons who engage in, 
cause, or assist such activity to pay an 
amount or amounts not exceeding the 
total postage to which it would have 
been entitled had it carried the letters 
between their origin and destination. 

(b) The amount equal to postage will 
be due and payable not later than 15 
days after receipt of formal demand 
from the Inspection Service unless an 
appeal is taken to the Judicial Officer 
Department in accordance with rules of 
procedure set out in part 959 of this 
chapter. 

(c) Refusal to pay an unappealed de-
mand or a demand that becomes final 
after appeal will subject the violator to 
civil suit by the Postal Service to col-
lect the amount equal to postage. 

(d) The payment of amounts equal to 
postage on violation shall in no way 
limit other actions to enforce the Pri-
vate Express Statutes by civil or crimi-
nal proceedings.

§ 310.6 Advisory opinions. 
An advisory opinion on any question 

arising under this part and part 320 of 
this chapter may be obtained by writ-
ing the Law Department, U.S. Postal 
Service, Washington, DC 20260. A num-
bered series of advisory opinions is 
available for inspection by the public 
in the Library of the U.S. Postal Serv-
ice, and copies of individual opinions 

may be obtained upon payment of 
charges for duplicating services. 

[45 FR 59873, Sept. 11, 1980]

§ 310.7 Amendment of regulations. 

Amendments of the regulations in 
this part and in part 320 may be made 
only in accordance with the rule-
making provisions of the Administra-
tive Procedure Act. 

[40 FR 23295, May 29, 1975]

PART 320—SUSPENSION OF THE 
PRIVATE EXPRESS STATUTES

Sec.
320.1 Definitions. 
320.2 Suspension for certain data processing 

materials. 
320.3 Operations under suspension for cer-

tain data processing materials. 
320.4 Suspension for certain letters of col-

lege and university organizations. 
320.5 Suspension for certain international-

ocean carrier-related documents. 
320.6 Suspension for extremely urgent let-

ters. 
320.7 Suspension for advertisements accom-

panying parcels or periodicals. 
320.8 Suspension for international re-

mailing. 
320.9 Revocation or amendment of suspen-

sions.

AUTHORITY: 39 U.S.C. 401, 404, 601–606; 18 
U.S.C. 1693–1699.

§ 320.1 Definitions. 

The definitions in § 310.1 apply to part 
320 as well. 1

[39 FR 33212, Sept. 16, 1974]

§ 320.2 Suspension for certain data 
processing materials. 

(a) The operation of 39 U.S.C. 601(a) 
(1) through (6) and § 310.2(b) (1) through 
(6) of this chapter is suspended on all 
post routes for data processing mate-
rials defined in paragraph (c) of this 
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